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AGNOSIA, APRAXIA, APHASIA. Their Value in Cerebral Localiza-
tion. By J. M. Nielsen. Paul B. Hoeber, Inc., New York, 1946. x +
292 pp. $5.
This readily readable monograph presents a well-balanced discussion of the
still controversial subjects included in its title. The author approaches the varied
problems with the advantage of a long-standing interest in the subjects, an
untusual ability to explore the foreign literature, unique clinical experience with
an extensive series of personal cases, and a remarkable analytical acumen.
The book begins with a concise historical introduction and proceeds to a
presentation of the author's concepts of physiological and psychological factors
involved in the normal functions of knowing, doing, and speaking. The
pathological counterparts are then discussed. After a brief section devoted to
methods of examination, clinical evidence is presented from the author's
personal cases and from the literature to support the concepts previously stated.
Nielsen has discarded many of the terms which have tended to confuse
the literature on these subjects, especially those of grammatical origin. Further,
he has given these subjects back to the neurologist as diagnostic tools in localiza-
tion. It is the reviewer's opinion that these tools have been sharpened by the
author and their effectiveness increased. This monograph should be used by
all those interested in either the clinical or psychological aspects of agnosia,
apraxia, and aphasia. -WILLIAM J. GERMAN
THE ACUTE INFECTIOUS FEVERS. By Alexander Joe. The
Blakiston Co., Philadelphia, 276 pp., $4.50.
It was not the intent of the author to present a complete and comprehensive
work on the acute infectious diseases. He makes clear that his aim was mainly to
confine himself to his own wide experience as medical superintendent of hos-
pitals in London and Edinburgh, and to make this available to the medical
student and house officer. Though not up to the well-known Infectious Diseases
by Ker, who preceded Dr. Joe at Edinburgh, its influence on the present volume
is clearly in evidence. The American reader may be puzzled by the selection of
the material, especially the exclusion from consideration of those entities which
form a considerable proportion of cases in isolation hospitals here, but no
doubt this selection reflects the admission policies of the "fever hospitals" of
Great Britain. Less justifiable is the failure to consider at all such an important
acute infectious disease as H. influenzae meningitis. The author excels in the
simplicity and clarity with which the clinical pictures of the diseases are pre-
sented. Considerable stress is laid on symptomatic care of the patient, although900 YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
the measures recommended may not always find favor here. The evaluation of
chemotherapy, and especially of the uses of penicillin, is more hesitating. Recent
progress in bacteriology and immunology is dealt with sketchily, and although
contemporary references are cited in the text, no bibliography is available. In
spite of its shortcomings, the student may find this volume a useful introduction
to the study of acute infectious fevers, especially if his interests are mainly
dinical. -M. TAGER
DYNAMIC ASPECTS OF BIOCHEMISTRY. By Ernest Baldwin. Uni-
versity Press, Cambridge, England. xviii + 459 pp., $4.
The subject matter of biological chemistry, like that of biology itself, can
be roughly divided into two parts: the static, or morphological, and the dynamic,
or physiological. The more static aspects of Biochemistry are covered adequately
in many text-books of both organic and biological chemistry and in monographs
and review artides. The present volume is designed to present the essentially
dynamic aspects of biochemistry for those who ultimately intend to take an
advanced degree in the subject. However, the book should also aid those readers
whose interest in biochemistry is mainly that of the organic chemist or of the
dinician to maintain a broad general outlook.
The book is divided into two parts, Enzymes and Metabolism. Part one
includes chapters on the General Behavior and Properties of Enzymes; the
Nature of Catalytic Process; Hydrolyases and Phosphorylases; Oxidizing Enzymes;
and Other Enzymes. Part two has chapters entitled Methods Employed in the
Investigation of Intermediary Metabolism; Food, Digestion and Absorption;
General Metabolism of Proteins and Amino-Acids; Special Metabolism of the
Amino-Acids; Excretory Metabolism of Proteins and Amino-Acids; Some
Special Aspects of Nitrogen Metabolism; Metabolism of Purine Derivatives;
Anaerobic Metabolism of Carbohydrates; Alcoholic Fermentation; Anaerobic
Metabolism of Carbohydrates; Muscle and Liver; Aerobic Metabolism of Car-
bohydrates; and Metabolism of Fats.
The author's style is excellent, and the book is well-illustrated by diagrams
and figures. It is to be noted that a book dealing with the dynamic aspects of
Biochemistry has given surprisingly inadequate consideration to one important
group ofregulators of biological processes, the hormones. The author's knowledge
of comparative biochemistry has been drawn on freely and serves to emphasize
the broad scope of biochemistry. Every serious student of biochemistry will
include this excellent volume in his library. ABRAHAM WHITE
RADICAL SURGERY IN ADVANCED ABDOMINAL CANCER. By
Alexander Brunschwig. TheUniversity of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1947.
xii + 324 pp., $7.50.
In this monograph the author has recorded his personal experiences in the
treatment of 100 cases of primary and recurrent intra-abdominal carcinomata